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expressed, the duty of justice and benevolence to men,
and to conduct ourselves as we ought towards our God, is a
summary of morals which the judgment approves, but, at the
same time, finds so exceeding broad as to render it in its full
extent impracticable; and it makes no provision for those who
have neglected it, and are conscious of having too often, not
only omitted to do what is right, but even done what is wrong.
The sinner whose understanding is not obscured by a wicked
life, will acknowledge, while sensible that he has frequently
yielded to his passions, that the commandment is holy, just, and
good (Rom. vii. 12.); but he feels that such a law, from its very
perfection, may well be called by the apostle, who says that "he
should not have known lust if the law had not said 'Thou shalt
not covet, the ministration of death and of condemnation (2 Cor.
iii. 7,8). Happily he has taught us that there is no condemna-
tion to them, that are in Christ Jesus, that is, to those who walk not
after thejlesh^ but after the Spirit; for the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus hath made the genuine believer free from
the law of sin and death. But others have still reason to say
with Balac, " Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and
bow myself before the high God ? Shall I come before him
with burnt-offerings, wj,th calves a year old ? Will the Lord
be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousand of rivers
of oil ? shall I give my first-born for my transgressions^ the
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ?" Natural religion, as
it is called, that is, religion as it is delineated in the ancient
classics, or as exhibited in the reports of modern travellers
who have associated with the heathen of our day, is always of
a piacular character. The wrath of God against all ungod-
liness and unrighteousness to which the human heart responds,
appears to have been transmitted by tradition to all the de-
scendants of Noah, wherever dispersed, and in whatever stage
of civilization. An angry God, called by the father of history
(Herodotus, iii. 40.) an envious being, required, as they,
whether barbarous or civilized, alike believed, to be appeased
by costly sacrifices; and in times of extraordinary calamity the
altar was, as it were, sanctified by human blood. Such sacri-